181.   LETTER TO M. CHAMMT
JOHANNESBURG,
[Before June 23, 1908}1
M. CHAMNEY, Es^.
COLONIAL OFFICE
PRETORIA
DEAR SIR,
I have been informed by the British Indian Association that it is
the intention of the Government to legalize under the Asiatic Act No. 2
of 1907 the voluntary registration taken out by me. As, when I ac-
cepted the compromise with the Government, it never was my intention
to accept legalization under the Asiatic Act, I beg to apply for a return
of my application and other documents possessed by you* The docu-
ments I ask may be sent to the Secretary, British Indian Association
P. O. Box 6522, Johannesburg.
/ am, etc.,
EBRAHIM ISMAIL ASWAT
Indian Opinion, 11-7-1908
182.   PETITION TO TRANSVAAL SUPREME COURT*
[JOHANNESBURG,
Juw 23, 1908]
PETITION   OF   EBRAHIM   ISMAIL    ASWAT    OF     VEREENIGING
FOR THE RETURN OF PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS GIVEN TO
MONTFORD GHAMNEY OF PRETORIA
Ebrahim Ismail Aswat of Vereeniging humbly submits to Their
Lordships the hon'ble Judges of the Supreme Court that
(1)  he is a wholesale and retail Indian trader of Vereeniging;
(2)  he has been resident in the Transvaal for the last 19 years;
1 Clearly, this was written before the following item wherein this letter is
cited. It is likely that Gandhiji drafted both the letter and the petition to the
Supreme Court for Aswat who was for some time an office-bearer of the British
TnrfiAn Association.
2 This was drafted about the same time as Gandhiji's and Essop Mia*s affidavits;
mde "Johannesburg Letter", p. 297.   It is likely that Gandhiji himself drafted
it after consulting Barrister Ward.   In any case, it was filed in the court before
that of Gandhiji who mentions it in his affidavit; vide "Affidavit", pp. 314-6.   It was
published in Indian Opinion as "specially reported" for that journal,